Small company wages an unsightly war against grease
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[Kirm Billon, manager of Environmen tal Biotech of Hawaii,
holds an eight-inch pipe showing how grease can clog a
lime. Other items in her “grease Kit" indude chicken fal,
wiashe grease from a sewer line and used fnper oil,

BY CLYNTON RAMED
FACIFIC ALEGINESS MEWE

Environmental Biotech of Hawall
15 arguably one of the least-glam-
orous technolopy companies in the
siate.

Despite its name it deesn't deal
with nature o labs — ar even re-
search for that meatter,

Environmental Blotech deals with
grease — specifically, getting rid of
it The company uses a type of
“friendly” bacteria that feads on
grease to clean pipes leading into
greage traps. The syatem is designead
for hotals and restaurants.

Greasze 18 a big problem for food es-
tablishments, espacially hotels, and
while greass traps ensure most of
the slimy stuff doesn't make it to
city sewer lines, pipes leading
into grease fraps often can get
clogged. That's where Environmen-
tal Biotech comes in, pumping its
“friendly” bacteria into svatams to
ensire minimal buildogp.

“It slows the bulldup becanse the
bacteria is eating the grease,” said
Environmental Biotech of Hawail
Vica Prezident Jackie Anderson.

To illustrate the pgrease-eating
process,  Environmental Blotech
Manager Kim Billon takes a “grease
kit" with her to show clients. The
medinm-sized duffal bag is a little
shop of grease horrors. It includes
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fat from a reasted chicken, a medi-
um-sized jar of used frver oil, a
grease-filled pipe eaten away by
chemicals (not bacteria) meant to
clear grease, a grease-clogeed pipe, a
core sample of & grease wap to 2how
its contents, and used grease taken
from a drain.

“Dreath smells much worse,” Billon
sald, describing the nsed greaze It
disaan't even botlier me, I'm soused to
the smmell ™

Working with such a disgusting
product has been a bit of & hard sell
for Environmental Biotech, especial-
Iy for a system that generally costs
piore than the tradith onal methods of
clearing pipe=, such as snaking. But
Anderson savs the kay to Enviren-
mental Blotech's success has bean
showing clients its ability to main-
taln the efficiency of agrease trap for
a lomg period of time,

“1f they didn't use oy service, they
wold have to pump the grease trap

far move often.” she said.

Another aspect of selling “friend-
Iy bacteria” is alleviating any oon-
cerns clients have over safety, Billon
sabd. That's where the “grogse kit"
conas into play n ilustrating what
the bacteria does and how it works
and that it s safe and merely aats
gragsp.

Environmental Blotech gets most
of its clients through referrvals,
which halps because clients place
areater frust in the company based
on recomrendations, Billon said

The syatam starts at a little over
200 per month with maintenance
every two weeks for the smallest es-
tablishiments, but can cost thouw-
zands of dollars for large hotels,
There alae 13 an installation fee for
the aguipment.

Environmental Biotech, a distribu-
torship with corporate headguarters
in Florida, came to Hawabi about 11
172 wears age and has seen pevenus
arow each year, Anderson sakd,
though the company remains amall,
aroasing under £1 million last year.

Increazing business beyond that is
merely a matter of changing peroap-
thoms about bacteria, Billon sabd.

“You always learn to kill bacteria,”
she zald. “There are good ones out
thera.”
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